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As a club, The Cincinnatl Fantasy Group is one that everybody seems to have
heard about; hut actually know very little of, Its members turn up at almost every .
maejor fan gathering; or they're apt to pop up at your doorstep when you least expect i
them to.

P

As near as can be determined, nobody hates us or considers us worthy of feud-
ing with, Our relations with the fan world at large have been generally harmonious,
despite the fact thet we have the reputation for being "The hard nosed S.,0.B.'8".

Our ideas have Iinfluenced fandom for the past 9 years, without any consclous
effort on our part of doing sg. The Midwestcons being the more noticeable example.

Members of the CFG are fun-lbving, and foes of formality. They despises rules
and regulations; pompousness; inflated egoes; and all that goes with these. They
prefer deeds over words, This 1s frequently contrary to fan nature,

hs & result, the CFG means many things to many people. A club made up of
highly individualistic members, it must present numerous paradoxes to the observer,
Lou Tabakow came back from the 1956 New York Convention saying that someone had
asked him: "Just what is this CFG that makes you so powerful ¥ How many members
do you have——50 ¢" etc,

That's what sparked this one shot, Blome it all on Lou,
Whether you enjoy this group self-analysis is up to you, By this time I have !

your quarter and am reaching out for the next sucker.

Don Ford



CFG HISTORY

INFORIALITY, UNINCORPORATED,
THE LIFE HISTORY, APPROACH AND LETHODOLOGY . e
OF THE CINCINNATI FANTASY GROUP. DALETFARR -

(Vriter's forevords  As vill be pointed out in the folloving article the fan
doings around Cincinnatl have never had & chronicler, Dates, names and places be-
come obscured by the successive veils of the years and this would~be historian cen
only do his best to cover as completely and as factually as 1s possible, & period
of epproximately tventy years,) ; : s ’ . ' ‘

In December of 1935 I picked up the current copy of Asterunding 8t the ususl
nevstand and discovered therein & letter from Ross Rocklynne referring to his first
published story, "Man of Iran", The address given was only & few blocks away so I
hustled down there through the snow and got & sleepy Ross out of beds We had about
and hour's conversation and it developed that he had just recently contacted Charles
R, Tanner and had invited him around on & subsequent Sunday., Make it three of us ¢
Of coursé, So I suppose:that the beginning of Cincinnatl fandom took place on &
bleak Sunday peme when the three of us met and lmshed over the field,

1 4%t that time Charlie vas the dean and organizer of & non-science fiction glub
which met every Friday evening for an informel bull sessien, There were no officers,
dues or enything and the meetings were roteted from one member*s home to another,
It vias natural for Charlie to invite Ross and me to join the group, which possessed
only one other person-who came near to being an sf fan, That was phil Stevenson,
vho had read the old Amezings, but had then dropped sf except for an occasional

E, B, Smith story, : _

For much of the next few years I was out of town working in Indiane and in
Michigan but apparently the group was more or less statie during that time, for the
occasions when I was back in tovn for periods up to 6 months there M= been little
if any membership turnover, Tammer, vith a flashingly alert intelligence, was a
vonderful guy to meet and Rnss was a fan's dream of an author, Tall, goodnatured,
he was not at all reticent about letting me in on his story 1"&9‘9,5," reading his
stuff in manmuseript before 1t had been accepted for publication, 'and the three of
us had many a good time hashing over story ideas and seversl of Ross's ideas and
storiea developed from our conversetions,

J In 1941 I was back in Cincimnati on & more permenent basis end began an active

search for fans, Charlie had brought around & youngster named Ron Howes and we con--
tacted others through the pro mags and the University of Cincinnati, The turnover
in the ‘group accélerated vith non fans dropping out and the real fans coming in,
Sometimé in *41 the halfway point was reached; and one night in the labor pains a
group which was approximately half and half met and ve voted ourselves & name, "The
Eell-Pavers™, Through the connections of one of the members this meet and the name
received notice in an afternoon paper but it was all quickly forgotten, Then in a
short time the turnover was.complete and Cincinneti fandom wes born.




Along about the end of 1941 we had a rather large roll-call, Rees, Charlie,
myself, Creighton Buck (who sold one story to Unknovn and became a prof, cf math,
at tha University of V isconsin after the \ ar,) Iiarvin Heller, Ingolf ntto, Fred
Burch, Ron Howes, Sheldon liyers, Phil Stevenson, Floyd licClure, Lavrence Lambert
(Xilled in the Battle of the Bulge,) Key Benton, and possibly another or two,.
Nelson Bond was discovered to be in town somevhere &long in there and he was & mem—
ber of the group during his few months stay in Cincimmati,

The group continued, &s I have seid, informally, rotating the meetings among
the members' homes, n» neme, no dues, no officers, — just happy conversationallsts,
The group had no activities as suchj but the group &s & whole was interested in the
accomplishments of each individual, Ross was developing & name @&s an essef writer
and was noW on nearly all the top ten lists, Charlie had turned out a few more
saleable yarns but unfortunately Charlie was one of those fellows who cen talk a
gond story but rarely follow through, I was doing & lot of stuff for the fan field,
writing for Pluty, Spacevays and many others,

The group was largely composed of fellows in their early twenties and up,
perhaps & little more serinus and less hure-brained than some, As a whole the group
leaned towards philosophical and scientific discussion with some geopolitical stuff,
Mostly theoretical and not so much en the action level,

It might be noted here that at one time llyers and Buck tonk & trip to the East
Coast and stopped in on L, R, Chauvenet who later wrote me to this effects (more or
less paraphrased) "Finelly some science fiction fens have visited me who have found
favor with my family, Previously I have had Perdue with his long heir, V idner with
his goatee, and an assorted bunch of scatterbrained juveniles and oddballs,"

Vhile & majority of these things vere probably transitory effects and had no
paerticular bearing on the character and disposition of the visitors, nevertheless
Chauvenet was not the only fan vhose family mey Mave wondered what the hell their
scion was teking up with, This is not to deny that Cincinnati fandom has not come
up with its share of the more picturesque history of fandom in general,

In 1942, Cincinnati fandom scettered to the four winds, Some married and left,
and some left for jobs elsewhere and some went into the armed ferces, In 1945
Charlie Tanner postcarded me in Anderson, Indiana,."Come back to Cincy se theretll
be twy fans here," I came back and for some months Charlie and me vorked at putting
out "Science Fiction World", a little fanzine, which soon came to the usual bitter
end. . Sy :

In 1946 Don Ford and Stan Skirvin came home from the armed services and got in
touch with me at just about the time Ron Howes had met Duke Henslee and contacted
Tanner., Once again the Cincinnati group started clattering-along, Don.Ford's dry-
cleaner turned out to he Lou 'let-me~talk! Tabakow the men who' immunized Cincinnati
against Dr, Braunere The roster soared and we had a special meeting et Stan Skir-
vin's houses we adopted the name, Cincinnati Fantesy Groups elscted officers (who
incidentally still hold their temure to this day because no one.has ever thought
another election necessary); and at the time determined by umasnimous vote that vur
informality was not something to be lightly exchanged for tedium, Standard urganiz-
ational patterns vere throvn out the vindow and to this deay if & member has any bus-
iness which he thinks necessary for olub action he bringsa. it up, and withuout reccurse



t2 officiating or parlimentary procedure, the club discusges and disposes of it,

Don Ford turned out to be & man with a prodighbeus flare for fanactivity., He
wae 1in attendance at the Torcon in 1948 and was ensily talked into making the last
mimate bid which gave Cincinnetl the Cinvention in 1949, 1t was rather unfortunate
in & way, for as 1t turned out, most ef the work connected with the Cinvention and
the later publication of the Memory Brok devolved mpon Den end Stan, However, dew
spite a couple of irritating minor quirks of nature such as mmnecessary secretive-
ness pon is a big man - not only in physique, He gets things dono. (He makes Lou
Tebekow and me slave at the typers, writing articles for him for one thing,) And
since his last issue ¢f POOKA ( #4 ) I'm vwondering 1f he isn't trying for #1 fan,

Booming into '49, Cincy had the highest roll-cell in history.

‘Don Ford, Stan Skirvin, Charlie Tanner, Dale Tarr, Charles Smith, Chick Houston,
Bea lMahaffey, Pat Lake, Phil Stevenson, Bill Punk, Edmund Bierly, Betty Sullivan,
Darrell Richardson, Lou Tabakow, Ray Bruckner, V.ialter & Thurse Pratt, Norm V,agner,
liatt Rebholtz, Bill Eggert, Vanda Stephenson, Duke Henslee, Addie Huddleston, Nancy
lMoore, plus honorary out of tnwn members such ass "Roy & Dee Dee lLavender, Fred
Rothfuse, lMarshal Spangler, George Early, Joe lartino, Keith Hoyt, and after the con,
Doc Barrett, o ' ’ -

There is & distinct difference between the postwar and the prewer groups de-
spite the underlying similarities in structure of the organizations, The postwar
group developed and has today less than the prevar amount of theoretical discussion
and more of the practicel; today's group lays a heavier accent on fan activity,

After the convention the group decided to take & ¢lubroom in & centrgl location -
dovn town -— an offical location which evaryone eould reach with ease, (For some v
people it was & mite too easy.) For & few months the club held their weekly meeting: P
there and had attendance of over 30 which vas no mean feat since the clubreom was
aporoximately 9 feet long, Don Ford high and 12 feet long (Matt's feet,) Then the
more juvenile members of the group soured the clubrocm idea and the meetings went
back to the rotation among hrmes, : e

Charlie Tanner quit the group after the Cinvention due to personal feelings,
incited, he said by Ford and Houston, in what was the first break of its kind in
Cinoy historye Vanda and Bill got married and got lest; Phil Stevenson died of
Kidney trouble; Bea lahaffey left for Chicago and OTHER V ORLDS, Houston went tu
Minnesota to raise chickens, Smith went to Texas, V agner went looking for an engine-
eering job and ended up in Chattanooge, Darrell Richardson hung on for a couple uf
years of very rare attendance and left to be an Army Chaplein and is now in Germany,
and sometime before the Cinvention Ron Howes had left on a rather odd career high
pointing in Colorado mixed up in Dianetics and Scientologye (He later came back to
Cincinnati but did no rejoin the group,) '

In the post-convention lull, (during vhich I was absent from the group for
months) Ford, Skirvin, Lavender, Tabekow and Doc Barrett got together and initiated
the now well-liked and well-attended anmuel Midwestoons. In the beginning these
anmial gettogethers were held in a fan's paradise of a location...Beatley's Hotel
on Indian Lake, To all practical intents and purposes the fans took over the entire
haotel on that partioular weak and, but soma of them took it Jver so thoroughly that . .-




Tut' 3, 36stley finelly degurred at further cons being held there, The M*- dwestcon
v72d ‘mn%o the Hotel Ingalle in Beéllefortaine &nd when the doors and beds failed to
neld \49 there, we brought it dovwn to the North Plezs lfotel in Cincinnatl,

hnother annual event for Cincimmati is the celebration in Jeruary of pon &
Lou's birthdays which occur on the same day, This event garners a high local and
out of town attendance,

In the last few years sur Roster has been: Don & Mergaret Ford, Lou & Carrie
Tabakow, Oscar & lMary Ellen Moeller, myself, lMark Schulzinger, Stan & Joan Skirvin
(& few yeors ago Joan came around to the club with & couple of others who turned out
“to be transients and Stan captured her en pessant——meking the 3rd marriage among
the CFG, Vanda, Neancy and now Joan & Sten, Since then Jim Holtel has married),
Fred Schwrartz, Jim Holtel, Fred & Martha Adler. The attendances of some of our
younger members has suffered grievously because of developing interest in the oppos—
ite sex, Jim has moved to Dayton since he married, T alter & Thursa Pratt were

transferred to V.est Virginla, Our steady out of towrers have dwindleéd to Roy & Dee
Dee lavender,

Some of the above members may drop away in the years to come and there will be
nevicomers, but in this year of 1957 there is & hard core to Cincy fa.ndom. The hard
core can ldok back on about 500 weekly meetings since the pnst-war redevelopment.
There is & maturity about the group —— & knowing that while fandom may not be 'the'
way of life, so-called fan-activities, patticularly those of a socail nature, are

one of our ways of life, The group hes & confident approa.ch to the fan field as an
area of personal enjoyment,

The Cincinnati Fantasy Group has no axes to grind; their outlook 1s informal,
friendly, constructive, and honest., If we become convinced that an ldea( rotation
of convention sites) 1s good for the fan field in general, we'll work for it,

And in the annual lidwestcon we of Cincinnati, cordially invite the fan world
to join us in a protracted meeting. Ve enjoy them and sihcerely hope that you do.



CEC AS SEEN BY
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; Sclence fiction clubs have come and gone by the scores since the influx which
began with the formation of the Sclence Flcotion League, by Hugo Gernsbeck, in 1934,
Several of the older group of clubs are still vwith uss the Loa Angeles Science Fan-
tasy Society, the Philadelphia Science Fiction Society, and the Cincinnatl Fantasy

Groupe Over the years quite & few articles have appeared concerning the first two

organizations, but little, comparatively, has been written about the CFG. So this

publication of Don Ford's vill £111 this "vaouum”, and I am pleased, indeed, to be

able te say & few words about the club and the impression it has made on me,

Historicelly, some of its members date back pretty far in the annals of S-F,
Take Charles R, Tanner, for instances He was first heard of in 1930 when his first-
prize winning story appeared in the March, 1930 SCIENCE VONDER STORIES. (*The Ccolor
of Space", written around the cover for SUS, November, 1929,) Follovwing this,
Tanner went on to write several mamorable stories, the best of which are the "Jumi-
thak" series,

Another noteworthy case 1s Ross Rocklynne who, unfortunately, is no longer
With the group, Like Tanner, I believe Ross vwas & long-time s-f reader before he
became an author, Ross wrote quite extensively; his stories appeared in just about
all the megazines over & fifteen year span (1935~1950), He hes been missed in re-
cent years, n ;

Then there is good 0ld Doe Barrett, Doc, I believe, vas not a member of the
CFG for quite a vhile, although he lived in nearby Bellefontaine for as long @s I
can remember, ALnd I can remember receiving subscriptions to my FANTASCIENCE DIGEST
from Doc back in 1937, Never much for lengthy correspondence (after all poc's been
& busy MD for the past couple decades.) he would enclose & two-bit piece in a pill
envelope briefly marked, "For next 3 issues", I can pleasantly recall my first
visit with Doc Barrett, There were four of us returning from the 1949 Chlicon: Art
Widner, Julie Unger, Barl Singleton (one of the reel mysteries of science fioction-
whatever became of Earl ¥ ), and, of course, myself, Totally unannounced we Gropw
ped in on Doc early one morning, Don't know what kind of an impression we mede but
1t 1s interesting to note that 1t vasn't until 1947 that poc shoved up 6t & oon,

another boy who dates from way back when is Don Ford, Don ¥as als) & subm
scriber to my old fanzine which, I believe, was my first contabt vith hime Then we
can't forget the other "ancient", Dale Tarr, Dale, as I reécall, was a demon letter—
vriter in the mid thirties and was one of those instrumental in the actual formaetion
of the Cincinnati Fantasy Group,

But let's try to bring this thing a little more up—to-date. Alvays & com=
paratively quiet group (the CFG had little, 1f anything, t6 do with the "fan varsw
and feuds which occurred in the late '30%s}, the club has some into its own in re-
cent years. I suppose the 1949 V.orla Convention was vwhet really put Cincimnati on
the s-f map, I'11 never forget (and neither will Don Ford and Doc Barrett] the




politicking which went on at the 1948 Toronto Convention, The Cincinnatl group
agreed to take the 1949 affair to keep 1t out of V 11l Sykora's hands, It was at
the Cincinnati convention that Ray Pelmer hired pretty CFG member Bea Mahaffey as
his assistant editor, (Ray was just getting OTHER WOKLDS underway then,] Bea, 88
meny of you know, stuck with Ray until recently when it became imperative for her
to eat more regularly,

Recent years have seen the CFG soar into national prominence via the sponsor-
ing of the anmual Midwestcons, These annual affairs attract a hundred or so attend-
ees every year and are, in my estimation, the best of the regional affairs, The
success of these annual beer-busts 1s due to the hard work of pon Ford, Doc Barrett,
Lou Tebakow, Stan Skirvin, and Roy Lavender, The Midwesteons are just one contin-
uous party and it is solely through the congenial hosting of the aforementioned
group that everyone has such a swell time., I've only been 2ble to make tvo of these
affairs (1954 and 1956) but have every hnpe of getting back to the North Plaza Jotel
this year come June,

In recent years, at World conventions, the group mentioned above have bscome
known &s "paople to know", If you're & friend of Doc's er Don's or Lou's or Stan's
you're in for a jolly good time, For these boys pool their resources and bring re-
freshments by the case, It is nothing unusual to find thi.rty-five or forty people
making merry in the Gincy suite, b -

Don said he didn't want me to vrite a "sveet" article about the group, But
what else can I do § Everyone 1 have encountered from Cincy has struck me &s a
jolly good fellow, with several of them being the proverbial "Hail fellow viell met",
Two of the CFG members I consider among my closest fan frienda--non Ford and Doc :
Barrett, Don, of course, has been & firm proponet of fandom for ‘many yearse Right -
now he handles, all by his lonesome, the U,S, end of the Trensatlantic Fan Fund,..one .
of the most noteworthy of contemporary fan projects and one which should receive the
support of all fandom, Don and Doc were &lso instrumental in arousing southern fan—
dom from its lethargy—thay are the patron saints of all Southeas} Conse . In fact, :
Doc Barrett was 1IC at 1955's (held in Cha.rlotte) and proved hims‘elf to be Just ag.
ghoulish as Robert Bloch in this capaclty, - e

In all seriousness, the CFG 1s a fine, mature group of fax;a — group whoae
value to the science fiction world has not been fully recoghized, As stated above,
I have known and associated with members of the group for many years - and .look
forward to seeing Doc, Don, Stan, Lou and a.ll the rest at’ oonventions and conferenoes
for many, many mere years, M T S TR o :
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Like many others I cen only capture the memory of the Cinvention via old con
reports, but.as Ned lMoKeown and John Millard have since added, "The Cinvention had
the personal touch and nobody was left out of things," : '

And from other sources I gather that nothing since that year has come close
to the atmosphere that was evident through the herd work put forth by pon Forde
There are others such as Bea Mahaffey, the Lavenders, Doc Barrett, Betty Sulliven
and many names that havé long since disappeared from the 'fan' vorld,

Since the Cinvention the idesa put forth later turned up in & sort of capsule
form, minus & planned progrem, Most of the same people &are behind the yearly Mid-
west gatherings and to me these have been moments that vill be well remembered,

As for the people as individuwals, this is yet another story, but 1if they'll
excuse me, one wbrth & fer rémbling commants, g e

Don Ford: Don had me fooled completely, it wasn't until the appearance of a
*limited edition' that I really began to appreciate the mind behind the fece, Up
untll this time Don Yepresented 'rules and regulations', vhich 1s e good virtue,
especially vhen you heve gentlemen like Harlan Ellison and Randy Garrett to contend
with, His hobbies are somewhat along the same lines &s mine, His collection of SF
items is far ahead of mine, im feot his collection 1s really the second time 'round,
During the Second Torld Wer the first collection came to & sad fate, so aftervards
Don started all over again, ‘Thank héavens his other helf under.tands this SF bug,
there are not many that do,

" Dre Co L, Barretts I heve felt that Dr. Barrett has been & longtime friend to
the SF fan, but it vwasn't until 1948 that he appeared in person at a convention,
From that moment on wherever there has been & gathering or & convention that Doctor
has been very much in evidence as & host or as a more then interesting conversation—
alists As for the welcome sing in Bellefontsine I vould think that any visitors
are almost indebted to the grasiousness of Dr. and lirss Barrett, I particularly
remember the converging of the entire l{idvestcon at the cottage on the lake, Believe
me hospitality that can hundle & ¢rovd like that is rere indeed,

A8 for the Doctor himself, there is an almost "lepriconish" look on his face
when he starts to tell of some of the local incidents in the hospitel, In fact
there are times when the subject matter is quite outspoken even for mixed audiences,
Between bull-sessions he slips avay and performs operations on some of these long
veekends and still manages to look bright the next day. Vith the lidwestcon being
held 1n Cincy, he can't be called back to the hospital,

Roy and Dee Dee Lavenders These people are always first on hand to meet the
early arrivals, at least as far as I cen remember, This quality 1s essential, and
creates & warm introduction to the traveller, Both of them had & hand in the pre-
vious mentioned 'limited edition', which by the way still gives me moments of




pleasure, Their contribution to the Midwestcon is to the individual and might go:
nsasen to some, but there are those vho have shared this welcome and eppreciate it, -

Stan Skirving I remember Stan almost vaguely up until his marriage, It was
in that suite of rooms in Philadelphis that. I saw & very happily married couple and
1t was about this time I ldentified him, This particulaer momemt 1 captured on films .
and it is a time I will long remember, LS iy AT e

Normally Sten is & soft-spoken person, & camera bug, plus the likes and dls-
likes of most of us, He in turn in his own quiet way hes cgniributed to the success

of past Midwestcons, : . Sy

Lou Tabakows I think some of you might find Lo\i o little iéud, but when one
gpeaks facts its just as well he can be heards To listen to Lou is to capture some
of the past as well as the present, H1s opinions are final, a.spade 1s & 8pade, -

Some of Lou's unfulfilled schemes have been mmdingers. I recall the Florlde
deal and at the time wished I could 40 the same things In & way I'm glad it never : -
went through, othervise-he would ‘heve gone from the. scene,  Never would I have ‘heard

the adventures of a Cab Driver as related to me by Louw himself; eand also from poe - . .

end Don, These stories are fabulous and should be set down in print for the enjoye - :
ment of all and Lou 1s certainly the boy that could do 1t , ..~ - - . i .
-Agein let me repect: thore are others in this .group, but the preceeding people
are vory much alive in my mind even though I see them once or.tvice & years And}
hope this will go on for many years to come,

* 4
=
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On our all-too~brief trip to the United States, Pamela and I had the very
great ‘pleasure of living with Den and Mergsréet Fopd fér -awhile., This was en ex-
perience we would rot have willingly misseds ° 770 ¢l o s

The Cincinnati Fentesy Group, I shink:it le feir to sey, Vs the closest .
parallel to the-type of looBe organistticn wé had left in the London Qircle; as of
Autumn ‘(Fall) 1955, “that iey ‘our system has altéred redically since then,

. We ha: been lavishly welcoméd and entertained; withionly a very minor sour
- 'note, on the East Coast and "rivw, 86 've Greyhcunded through the night, we were to
meet the fen' of the near-Midvest. - iihat would they be 1ike ¢ Certainky Republicen,
-Gartainly Isolationist, most probably, eaving in . our presence,- antt-pritish, '

- Ve'd ned a-lousy trip,‘and c¥arled out Gt 4h® depot ‘ot Feelfng very bright.
(That's one.of hy prédominant wemories of US '« the feoling that 1 was acting like a
moron &ll the time and quite unabtilé to do anything about +t.) ' Pamele and I vwere
looking for a tall man celled Den Ford, We had & drink at the water fountain and
then went back to -thé yard ‘and’this’ tremendous .hmik of man 8411¥'stood there,
Bventually our’orbits intersected. ‘We knew Don'wes tally 'but thete are limits to
uprard grovth = Don:doesn®t MoW That,. - i o oG L Jal Low i

{

He whisked us t6¢:his and Hergarét's home, As' they Have sinte moved, all 1111
say is that again we’knes ' that” the.Hollyvw god pPictures wéren't all lies} Margaret is,
1f pon will pardon the expression, & honey and tné’children; ‘Wlthough 'reasonably shy
(a8 who wouldn't be of this odd character, with an incipient besrd, they couldntt
understand  ): Wé really: £olt-af ‘h@@%,”“'f(lhﬁtfma;ifgér'et' ¥nolght,;"of coursé, 18 anotheyr
matter; but that Week bEought -us -into’ fighting”t¥im for''the con efter the' drain of
NY and we bless:the:Ciney c¥owd fof giving us this respite.: (Respite from enjoyment
as well, mind, NY'vere real 1‘3‘,@1:9};&‘)' ,Ii .‘:':.‘.:.-‘;.". ZL N A RN

The members of 'tlie'CFG.ve.¥ére happy’ 80 mest and -all sebmed to us to have the
seme general cutlook on life-ad dppliad to-fandom, This és ‘for fun; let's Lorget -
any outslde differences. (Even theGiH ioat were Repiiblicahs, ‘a8 vé hall surmised)) )
The CFG are mature. ks & group, that is, and that is best shown by Mark Schulzinger,
who, although ‘young"in yéars ‘and full :of -the- jumpirg Veans ~ddgentiel to youth,' still
had & more balunced outlook-on: 1ife ‘than dther' contemjoraptsay < ' Dol i

.. E v,
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 Jim Holtel, wid aluays ‘ratsed & laughwhenéver he ‘tellked ‘abédt dariving & car
(why? ), was quietcund perfigctly-rélaxéd and demn good compbay s - Lg ‘for the ‘man whé

recelved the awerd oy the vast wipublistied shdrt story of-fue. yéar (o' thit ‘1% mas
appeared, 4o you give it back; Lou ¥ ), ‘he was' so micH -lérger then MiTe-ahd a1l of
1% that, although Lou Tabakox 18 & blg guy, 1t makes you vonder where all the ;mergy
cores from, .One .sort’ of opbned- ott Wheh Lou weas sround. You' oculanvs st a*n& popa
In & cormer ., .unli  lx TAnUe 0 G e 0 L g e g e eee o ot T
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I've detailed elsewnere the interesting business about the poem and pale Tarr;
how I'd known of it since 1941, and thought Dale & pseudonym; now, here he was, right
out of the blue, & real person. Ve never did get down to talking about Labour,
either; but outside problems seemed very remote in the CFG. Wrong ¢ Perhpas, Makes
for easier living and less ulcers that way, though e

It vould be superflous to explain how magnificent the housee were, the 'Ranch
Type' bungalows., llark’s fa,ther had ‘a. bagement fitted up as & workshop, with two
fabulous Duesenbergs on the ‘side, Doh had a basement lined with *zines-literally.
Lt the Youngs we found, beside tremendous hospitality, the sort of home you see in
the glossy pages of .the magazines ‘devoted to the millioneire housegs Suffice it
that it was also & home, which ig the acid test. A4And this dusingss of. hoepitali.ty ‘
was agein found et Lou’s; we understood that it had in the:recent past ned & sort of
spiral effect, which ve could well understand, That's from goodness, though, I fesl
sure, and not (as 1t might well be in other places) from.&a: epirit of foutdoing' others
Unfortunately, Sten Skirvin ,didn't meke it, I always think of the CFG. in. connection
%ith Doc Barrett, as I think he and they do. But he is such & vast $64,000 question,
that I'm sure he's outside the scope of this resume, OQur regret %as that we didn't
see near enough of Roy and Dee Dee lavender; but gapes have since been remedying
that, As an integrated unit of interestingly 1ndividua1 people, you'd have a long
way to-go to match the CFG. .- _ . : e S S

. o T “,l-;v‘-v LT e,

‘Phat, although very.inadeguately, covers "the personnel of the CFG. But, wha.t
of the Group itself ¢ What sort of impression did’ I -take sway ¢. I suppose the ,
over-ridlng one was that here was & group of people who *ware heppy to be in one
another's cofpany, with ideas .in common and with ideas. vpposed, able to relax, not
out to prove themselves better than one a.ndther in ‘the group: and With friendship as
the keystone besides sf, .even tho' .8f was the orig’inal attractive fo;ce and even now
might be considered the dominant factor, Tt o

But ‘there is.more to_ it than that, The CFG, I am told. has in one form or
another beén runningsince 1935, . That makes ‘1t incredibly old.as fannish institut-
ions go. There are other groups that began ‘a8 b nuimber of friends.that long ago and
bave clung together. since; there are mighty ‘few:with the.same degree of interest and
homogenity as the CFG. - 01ld age 1s no sign of" quality in-itself; you have to have
something wor'th being old before. age sta.rta to count, -The maturity, the relaxed
‘atmosphere, ‘the fun of, being & sf group, are some of the thmgs that ma.ke this one
a quality group apert from a long-established one. y N

~ One ‘of -the best groups in the world is the Belfaat Triangle. It's not strange
that I1° ‘should sae parallels betv.een Belfest and Cincimmati; fThere are differences, .
of course; there.must be othervise the world ‘would stop- spinning through lack of
friction ( ') but ‘in.neither is.there this screaming heebie-jeebies that stigmatise
thé mushroom growths that bulge . and proliferate and excrete and die. -Tolerance ¢
Yos, and understanding, toog. . Nﬂ-—one ip perfefct, thank ghu; but as & good morking
) appro.ximation, the CFG would serve ag an admirable model, = . - - . L

To take & f'rinsta.nces Two manbers joined OMPh = Don and Mark, The Cincy
Vorld Con Memory. Book was & magnificent effort. There is Scintillations, . Yet I
would like to sae & greater mterest in ‘the fanzine publishing field heresg the good
side, that is. The CFG has &, grsat oontrihutioa: to mako t’O the serious and progress-



~ive side of fantasy publication; with Doc's vast storehouse of memory to call on the
possibilities are breathtaking, .Perhpas the most important aspect of this would be
the counteraction of the crud in fanzine publishing that 18 so much deplored by poc
himself, and by all of us; and yet young faneds must walk before they can run,

Taping is well represented in the CFG activities; maybe here lies their key
activity for the future, Along vith photography, of which pon is & past master,
maybe the cine camera vill rear its whirring head and vwe vill have CFG sf and fantasy
films with sound ¥ If Liverpool can do it, so can Cincimmati,

In Don Ford TAFF has & gound 8dministrator, if one who decides what to do and
does it with resolution that shocks; at least he gets things done, That perhaps is
the sacret of the CFG. If they do a thing, it's no Daugherty projectj it gets done.
The CFG have a great tolerance betveen and for its members; perhaps that could be
extended a little to cover those engaged in outside interests in the greater sphere
of fandom ¥

Two things are absolutely certains

1. That Pamele and I would not have missed our meeting with tﬂa b.l.'novy
Group a.ud that if all strangers are treated like that, then. oheb i

23 Other groupa ahould model themselves upon the Cincy groﬁp p&ttern.

I don't think you can say anything greater tham that,

% %k % % %k ¥ % %k % k k x ¥k Xk ¥
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THE CFG UNMASKED
by
NICK & NORLEN PALASCA

Don Ford has asked us for our opinion of the Cincinnati Fantasy Group, and we,
ever ready to let anyone know what %we think of him, were glad %o oblige, After an
intensivé study of 4vo hours and fourteen minutes, we concluded that the Cincinnatl
Fantasy Group is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, brave, gleau
and reverent. In other words, very hypocritical. This 1s satisfactory &s & group
analysis, but complete comprehensicn cannot te epproached without first studying
certain prominent characteristics of each individual, To start, let us present &
brief dosier on each person, These are not necessarily listed in the order of their
importance. . & . ; ‘

»

DON FORD

hlthough he poses as & magazine collector, his real love is ccllecting apple
boxes., Now, anyone who collects epple boxes should writhe in shame at the stupidity
of such & pursuit, He 1s aware of this and therefore uses the feeble excuse tha%
they are merely to house his magezine collection, This argument deteriorates however,
when you back him into a corner and start talking apple boxes seriously. His eyes
glow as he describes the various types of wood (pine, birch, mahogeny and teak -~ “he
last two are quite rare and are considered prizes), different methods of construction
and unusual lmothole formetions, His current project is cataloging them according to
age as determined by counting the number of rings in the grain,

At one time, Kinsman Ohio's favorite son and Leigh Brackett's favorite husband,
Bdmond Hamilton, observed Dom to be listening to Dixieland on & Hi~Fi system while
tsking photographs at & science~fiction meeting, thereby scoring in Ed's immortal
words, "a grand slam",

Co L. BARRETT, D '
( alias the Med Doctor of Madriver Sh)

No one knovs who he is mad at, however some suspect it may be Lou Tabakow wWho
started driving a cab shortly after Doc's old cer disappeared. He appears to be
disgustingly rich and at the same time has 2 sinceére interest in sciemce-~fiction. .
In fandom, this is unique and Bertrand Russell has yet to explain the paradox., He is
vell known for the annual party that he throvs in his home town, however the location
hae been changed to Cincinnati beceuse it is next to impossible to go to Bellefontaine
from anywhere else, and the townspeople have long ceased to e-door science~fiction
fans,

STAN SKIRVIN, DAIE TARR and ROY LAVENDER
This sinister trio 1s probably the most deceptive of the entire Cincinnatl

group, They appear as good natured chaps, friendly, honest end very ordinary, by
fan standards. Do not let their chameleon coats deceive you, pale Tarr, in reality,



te a master financial wizard, who can, by manipulating & few figures, live & full elx
mcnths off the proceeds of a Midwestcon banguet, Stan Skirvin, & men not to be dis-
missed lightly, was the scourge of Battelle lemorial Institute, and his reasons for
leaving to return to Cincinnati are only discussged in whispers. ROy Lavender, &
brilliant engineer with & passion for tape recorders, has mede his hobby pay off
handsomely by placing the tape unnoticed &t Cincinnati fan meetings.

BEN KEIFER

Ben Keifer has the unusual distinctxon of being the cnly fe.n in North Cincinnati,
thet is, if you can consider Columbus, Ohio &s & part of North Cincimnati. Ben 1s
welcome wherever he goes because he has an exceedingly useful hobby, cooking. The
Cincinnati group uses his talents to full advantage when ever he is so unfortunate
as to be captured by them. . '

LOU TABSKOW

Lt last we arrive at the mnst controversial personality in the grcup, Lou
(Sauron - The Dark Lord*) Tabakow**, In spite of & magnificent effort by poc Barrett
who purports to be the leader of this band of semi-~civilised savages,Pabakow is the
true power and brains, This is evidenced by the fact that he is the permanent pres—
ident of the CFG and never attends meetings, His puppets vote his ticket without
question and accept their fa.te philosophically. Hé is best known for his short-
short-short story, SVEN, which appeared in OTHER WORLDS, & magazine of great reputat..
ion and little circulation. The real Tabakow has & deep-seated scorn for s¢ience~
fiction and has been working on the Great Americen Novel for the past seven years.

It will be published by Rendom House at random under the title "I Remember zZwlebach
Sven", it would be wise to place you.r order now as the fi!-et editlon will be limited
to the manuscript copy. _ , :

Well, enough of this love—making, off with your clothee- or to put it more
simply, let's get down to business, . .

Oour opinion of the Cincinnati Fantasy Group has been & long time in forming and
has varied considerably during the seven years we have known' them. ‘Phere was & time
when we found them, as & group, extremely owesome, 'From our point of view, they
seemed to be trying to live up to their own advertisements. 'Later -on, &s our contact
grew more frequent, we found them not -awesome, but friendly.: They gave us some very
real help and advice when we needed it. In the last two years, we feel that we have
become close friends., Our all together too infrequent get—togethers can best be
characterized by a qu.ote that we have used before, but seems to apply to our feeling
for the Cincinneti fans, " hat La, fa.,mi_om,? : Erlendahip, baaed’ on mutusl interests ,m***

l

*. For the ea.zflier exploita of Mr. Tabakon, see VOlS. 1 2 & 3 of "The Lord 0Of
The Rings", by R. J. Toliken o :

** 1Ir, Tabakow 1s the only- cincinna.ti fan vho 13 not reveront, in fact he is
not even thnfty. : .

ook Robert; Bloqh,, F&:SF Se[;t,119'5'6. 1




VEAT THE CINCINFATI FINTASY GROUP HLS MBANT T0 ME

Lou fr\_},-\ﬁJW

Although I'd been reading ocience Fiction since that first wonderful issue of
Amazing, I'd never run into anyone else to whom it was the ultimate in escape
literature, The few others I'd met vho even pretended to enjoy SF were desultory
readers who oould miaa four oy five issues in & row and still consider 1ife worth
li.Ving‘ .

by

i o1 vas familiar with fandom only through the legter oolu.mns which I a.vidly
devmed, silently (I was a quiet one in my youth) ranging myself on firat one side
and then the other of the various deep a.nd esotaric dlscussions raging on the back

pages.

.Moskovwitz, Tucker, Lickerman and their ilk were to me the Great Immortals of
Fandom .-~ venerable greybeards, who sat apart from us lesser mortels and cogitated
" on the deeper &spects of philosophy and religion, I was certain that if Einstein
could only have sat down in & bull-session with them mgny of thae things that etill
puzdled him could have been ironed out without any aifficulty, Years later vhen 1
finally met some of these behamoths of Fandom I was quite startled, ‘end I must
corfess, somewhat irked, to discover that most of them were na older then I wes and
quite a few, considerably younger. Either they had all beep 'ohf1d prodigies or I hai
been extremely lucky not to have been locked u.p in a hdme for ehe feeble—minded.

In ‘the late summer of 1948 1 had been out of the Service for a little over two
yea.ra. end I was finally getting my collection together agath- the same collection
that my wife had somehow MISPLACHD during my absence, I1've gounded her out & number
of times on this but still haven't discovered how to MISPLIGE ebout three hundred
mags in & four room apartment, T, o ,

I was in the dry cleaning business at the time, and noticed Don Ford'e name
and address signed to & letter in some mag. The namd struck &’ fami.li,ax chord and on
reflection I realized that I'd been delivexing ary cleaning to his home. for the past
year or 80, The next time I stopped ‘there I mantioned % to hie wife and asked her
whether or not he might have some mags 'co trade. l.-' ' . )

. Dhis was enough for Ford'- When I deli.Vared thpir cleaning the. following
Saturday, he was laying for me (Literally'speaking lét it be Understoodf. He gather-
ed me to his bosom (hgnin spésking literally, let me Hasten to add}, end -informed me
that there was an active greup of SF afflicionados who met évery Saturday night for a
bull~sessione "hen I asked him how & married man managed to get out EVERY Saturdey
night he informed me that if o men vas a man he Ju.qt opaned his front door and said,
"Goodnignt honey, I'm-going'té the meetings . _ e

I figured I could get away vith it at least once and made plans to attend the
meeting that night which was ot his housd. ‘Somiehow;, ‘I’ neVer miaaed more than half &
dozen meetings in the next six or seven years, and 11’ anyone vere to ask me how I got
awaey with it I*d be forced to answer, W el.'L, 1f & men is & man he just opens his '
front door and.ee."

-



I think in those first six months I lived in & sort of daze, I'd finally
found a group of kindred souls (Screwballs if you prefer) who didn't think I vas an
odd-ball because I read SF and liked to speculate on Time Travel and Relativity; the
Microcosm and the Macrocosm; the Beginning and the Ultimate End; the T hy and If and
mybe. . - T ‘

1 listened entranced to Charlie Tenner's clever hypotheses; to the mathematical
Juggling of Ron Howes and Dalsé Tarr; to the cynical and ‘imowledgable Roy Lavender, I
was enchanted by Sten Skirvin's lucid explenations .of dlfficult ‘theorems, I think
the thing that drev me to the group the most was that I was acoepted as an equal and
eny idea or thought I expressed was, gcaepied-.on. its: own.merits: and without the usual

proffessional's ‘sneer at, the amateur.who daree: to .speculatel” :+:vi -

That Fall Don went to Toronto ahd came.back with the World GConvention for 1949;
the Cinvention, ' The work and co-¢peration, ensuing knit the:group aven closer together,
and by convention time I had met 'qzx'd,gbfrggpqngled-,w&,th ‘& numbei of: othér- fana, not the
least of whom was Doc Barratt, ' Hlé fabulqus collection:and:elmost eidétic memory
filled me with awe, and I”mu:at"d‘onféefs‘ not & little envy, ,.nw i«

By convention time I was &bla .to assume 8 pose of ‘blase! ‘cynieism, and didn't
even blanch at the sight of the Fabled (yreats of SE prona and glassy-eyed being
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swept like driftwood under beds and couches, . . ..

e
L 7 -

I

Doc Smith-had been & legendary hero to me for more years than I cared to reme
ember, 80 you cen lmagine vhat & thrill it vas to have him and Jeannie &s dinner
guests in my home. I'm eure that I read And re-read tha-autegraphsihe inscribed in
my Skylark and Lensmen'series at lopat & dozen timesy: i ! v nuk 0T

. P E L IR e R ,: _:;i-"-, r_"‘?:{i:;.)_.;é' .‘-‘-_'..' F

Shortly after the Cinventidn Doo Barrett invited Tad.Carrell €6 Spend some time
vith him at Indiah Lake, & besufiful regort ares where Dop :owried eode oottages, The
next week end the OFG drove up Yo ,the lake in & body, :If I.recall:cerrectly Dave
MecInnes vas &lso present as Wére Roy Lavender.end Fred Rothfussy' Kt sny rate this
small group hit it off ‘so well that we decided to invite e munber.of -cur friends to
meet at Indian Lake the following year. \Vie invited about forty expecting about two
dozen and wound up with 60 that next year; and from this sprang the Amnual idwestoon,
one of the largest 1f not the largest, but eertalnly.the moat 1nfoimel regionsl con
in the country.

Shortly after thé gatherlng &t Indlan .Lake Bea Mahaffey left ‘For Chilsago to
assumeé her new post as-editor of Othér.iWorlde. .Now I.could:-beiReally blase', Vasntt
I on first rame familiarity with an honest-to-goodness editor ¢

The Committee which disbursed the profitg 4f the Cinvention voted the CFG 3300
80 since we nov had & treasury we decided to elect officers and get & oclub room,
Charlie Tanner was elected President.and.Don Ford Treasurer.,” Bea Mahaffey was Sec'y.
until she left, and I was elected Veep, We vere really in business now and grandiose
plans were made for the future,

Then came the Dawn, A schism in the group split it wide open.

& few months after the Cinvention the group had dwindled down to only three or
four members, Don and I vowed that as long &s we were around Gincinnati there would
be & Cincinnati Fantasy Group., For A number of months the two of us alternated




visiting each other on Saturday nights, and frankly some of these two man meetings
proved to be more enjoyable than some of the larger ones had been. Don claims this
was because at & two member meeting, Tabakow could be talking at least half the time
which is a little more difficult when there are & dozen people present.

During these dark days, when it looked like the CFG might cease to exist ve
began to invite fans from: Cleveland, Columbus, Louisville, Lexington, Dayton, etc.
to visit us, and occasionally dropped in on Doc Berrett at Indian Lake, Slowly some
of our former members begen to drift back and we picked up new young blood in the
persons of Fred Schwartz, Jim Holtel, Roy Dixon and lMark Schulzinger. Then; I believe
it was through llatt Rebholz, & number of graduate Engineering students from the Univ-
ersity of Cincinnati began to.drop in on the meetings, In this manner, Norm Wagner
became & member of the group. By this time we had &ll become close friends socially
and the wives now took an active part in the meetings and some of them had even been
persuaded to read a bit of SF and since we screened it carefully, their reaction was
mostly very favorable, After all, only ar o0ld time fan who had built up a strong
constitution through the years could be expected to read wsome of the crudzines with-
out becoming violently ill and (Pardon the expression) vomiting all over the front

page, ¢

Now after nine years.:in fandom I feel like and old jeded fan, with four World
Conventions and seven Regional Conventions under my belt., I can argue unblushingly
with Doc Smith, usurp George 0's bar stool, grab Asimov's seat next to & pretty
girl and play strictly business-like poker with Evelyn Gold, Charlie DevVet, 1rel
Korshak and Tucker. I can declaim ageinst the mechanics of & Randy Garrett story,
having known him when he was only an ASPIRING suthor and sneer at Harlan Ellison
prostituting himself in an expose' mag, With not too much envy about the fat check
such prostitution must have brought, . 0 Jn v -

I guess the sense of vonder is 'finali'y'go;ie,":_ieaﬁhg & sneering cynical husk
of the bright-eyed worshiping young fan that was.

The Cincinnati Fantasy Group goes pn"égtf:tingér than ever, and now &s the young
eager-beavers troop-in I can sit in e corner like en ELDER STATESMAN and recount to
the wide~eyed neo—fans anecdotes concerning NY FRIENDS, the late greats of Science
Piction Fandom, A i R . A

,,,,,,

* ok ok k ok %k ok K ok ok ok ok ok ok ook ok ok oDk ek ok ok k% % % k %k ok k ok Kk % k %k %k X K X



S ... TURN YOUR HEAD AND CCUGH TVICBievesccsse
by~ - Co L, Barrett, M
Dear Non: , : :

-You have asked ‘me to write an article conceriing ‘the MIWESTCON. In attempt-
ing o £ind .any literature on tho times, dates, etc. I found that all I could £ind
was letters from you about this and that and the other, but nothing definite, Could
not find where I had written down the exact deates on each one. So most of this is
just from memory, | - T e e o

‘The Midwestcon was founded becaused you and I' couldn’'t go to Portland to the
national convention that year because of distance, finances and ‘other reasons. We
both felt that we hed to see and talk to’somebody and of course the first one we
thought: of was Dr. Smith, because I imew him, he wag fairly close; then I happened
to have the bright thought that maybé Dr, Keller could ‘come, That was during the
years when Dr.'Keller was still ective and fortunately he wis able to attend, I
remember that Rey Palmer was there and I think that wes the first time we were intro-
duced to flying saucere, Bob Tucker was there with his inimitablé humor and the
other notables ( I don't remémber Just how fiény there were)i I 4o know we thought
ve'd start out having:Smith and Keller, Tucker and our friends,; and finally we wrote
to Palmer and he showed up, too, Ve thought maybe we'd have fifteen or twenty here
at the offiee’and it ended up’with bétween forty and sixty &t the dinner at the
. Logan Hotel which was put on at the gpur of the moment, = ' "

~ I'can'stlll remembér Doc Smith sitting in thé corner expounding certain things
and Andy Harris'needling’'him every so-ofteh to keep him’in high gloom, ‘I can femem—
ber Dr. Keller sitting at the end bf the kitchen table turning slightly cholerié at
one time when someone breught up & paf¥ticular subject and the highlight to me was -
Dre Keller's talk on the Vdnity Publications where this ‘one"man‘was publishing a -
boolc on: the training of skiunks. I'think ‘that*s been-published since afit'has aven
appeared-in & professional magazine; 1t was exceedingly good, = ' %" _ o

I might say thist the'gfoup who ars the ‘Founders-of the MIF'ESTCON are Don Ford,

Stan Skirvin, Roy lavender and Lou Tabakow, Dale Terr was in that group ‘also {that
vas- the gear that hé -was president:df the NFFF), At & later -date Bea‘Keifer, Ben
Jason end Frenk Andrasoveky, after they first-came, were in df it. Jason and Frank
came to one of the meetings at Beatléy's, the first one they attended, and they
heard us' discuseing with the Canadien Fan group the differences of the govearnments
and fighting over' the Revolutionary v:ar dnd ‘décided that ve were mo fan group. I
checked at the desk downstairs and: found that I knew them By name but mot by face;
their room was next to vhere we were talking do we went In and got them up and we
‘were up the rest -of the night,’ S R L A

- N
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-+ .- This reminds me of ‘another thihg, actually the Canadlan zroup lms always been
one of .the tulwarks of ' the Midwesbéon, - Grant’ and ‘McKeown and wll the younger ones
that’ have been coming in..,including about three years ago the' origiral hard<luck
girls that every where they went they were as bad as "wrong-way Corrigan® going the
opposite way, - But that shows how this memory runs’ & you go from the two Cleveland
bays. then you ooma back to the Canndians and realize thay have alwaps been & bulwarik,



Then you remeber the time . at one of those meetings Harlan Ellison got a prize for
baing the most obnoxious, vociferous, seventh fandom personality in existence, 1¢
was at this same meeting, I think, that Arthur Clarke had the first Dacron suit that
I had seen; and my boy Jerry took him out and got him wet, This may have been the
thing that started Arthur underseas, Up on top with that boat and & 25 H,P, motor
was too dangerous so he took to undersea axcursions after that, He had astronomical
pictures but the ones that struck me most, and ones that I'd like to have copies of,
are the pictures.of this storm that he took from a plane flying to Texas, These
show the end of the plane anmd rthen the storm buuding up and going away, A most
beautiful set’ that I'd certainly 11ke to see again, . . . :

Artmr Clarke nes almost Become a cuatom or atanda.rd just 1like Bob Bloch
being the llaster of Ceremonies, I forget just which year that Bloch first came down.
I imagine we brought him down to try to squeleh Tucker, but since that time he has
become the perennial }iaster. of. Ceremonies, Of course there are many other personal-
ities and incidents; the times out at the Iau'us Motel vhen it was in Bellefontaine;
the time when one particular individual dropped weter on another’'s head and little
280 pounder went through a door after a Jbig 90 pounder and. Tinally the cops came in
on that; it was quite 1ntereut1ng but thoae have all grown up since and have become.

_luminaries in the field of literature — both of them. -1 osn.remember going to sleep
on & couch watching some exotic movies, and movies of pergonalities and so forth at
three o'clock in the mornlng and then being. punched in the ribs and being told I
wasn't & true fan baca.use I couldn't stay awake and watch the pictures and so on,

of cou.rse you lmon t.he history of 1t atarting out as a simple 1ittle meeting~

in my office and then going to Beatley's and then finally coming back to Bellefontaine
and then outgrowing Bellefontaine and moving to the North Plaze lMotel in Cincinnati,
The amazing thing about this was that the first time we just had a few friende and
acquaintenances around. . A lot of other friemds. and. acquaintenances that ve didn't
know, knew about the thlng,and appeared, too. -Each year the same-thing has been true,
There have.always been certain ones who have become particular friends of ourss

811is Mills one yea.r; Phyllis Econom another yeer; Crawford ani the other boy from
Pittaburgh lagt year. .There has a.lways been an addition of friends, I remember the
first time Lynn Hiciman ceme with his leg m, a-casgt, tha shock of Harlan illison's
appearance on the acene..the atomic bomb in such small size we felt that it wasn't
capa‘nle of fiaaion in .such small gquantities but apparently we wWere wrong,-

, The mmn-smow group is an orga.nization :rithou.t a President, swretary. Treas.,
By-Laws, Constitution or axwthing else, It's.just a bunch of stiff-nscked individ-
uals that tried .to get o gang togdther for e glorified bull session, V/e did it and
we continue to ‘do it and, a0 long as the original group exists, so long &s there are
two of ua, there will always be a }Midvestcon, just 80 long as two of us can get
around ‘and talk,  There have been attempts in the past made that this should become
an institution like the Wor]d Convention and should be shifted to different asections
of the lfidwest, but we've always felt that this was our, own personal property and that
we got together Just to talk., You remember the one year that we advertiged that it
was the same digtatorial group, the same worn~out old Master of Ceremonies Bob Bloch,
the same heckler Bob Tucker,. the same grand old man Doc. Smith always there, the same
Eshbach and, Greenirerf mgkstering and thet there was no sef progrem, no registration
fee, no nothing and £ hey wanted & set program it.vas somethi,ng to atay away rrcm.
Ve atill feel the aama way abou.t lt,..it is Just 8 bunch getting together to la.ve 8
good. time. R .



FORTRAI? OF THE FAN AS A YOURG FAN |
by Sten Skirvin

Ayq, 'twas o strange and lonely. thing to be & fan 1n the Queen City in.the
early Forties. A temous half-life, sustained only by the latters in the pro-mage
and the latters which at first tridkled .inj then rolled in, thru the mails,

I had first come into contact vith si:f u the mid—thirtiee. but it wasn't until
about 1943 that I got around to reading the letter columns and discovered the world
within & world which carried on there. Ere long I was writing letters like a real
letter hack and meeting, by mail, fans from wrious parte of the country. .

But it was a halt-ufe, Iacldng the fullneee that can come to fan 1ife only by
talking face-to-face with fans,. Noontime convereatipns vci.th an ocoultist at the Ohio
Bookstore during the summer of 1943 were mediocre farej he vwasn't & faasasass, Ren
into & linotype operator from one of the local newgpapers, He collected first edit-
ions of Burroughse-— wasn't & talker, thoi not & real fasaabessh, Ran into Ched
Oliver in hAcres Of Books one day., He was interested in corresponding (across the

‘breadth of Cincimpatil), but not in talking; wes he. really & fantasasen ¢

Phus passed the doldrums of my early fan yeers. Shortly after I entered the
Navy in 1944, one of my letters appeared in Astounding, There -were & great many
intereating responses to this letter, not the least of which was & phone call my
parents received from'a Charlie Tanner who told them that there had been & group in .
Oincinmti, but they had disbanded during the war,

" fhis was aomewhat heartbreald.ng word, but. I was pretty well preocoup:.ed for the
major portion of the next two years, Lifo was fulle:; 1 met many, many fans and
talked, talked, talked, Iy cup ranneth ovér. o

Eventua’lly, I returned to cincinmtl with an honorable diacha.rge clutched 1n
my sweaty palms, I got in touch with Charlie Tenner posthaste, The only other fa.n
with whom he was in contact was Dale Tarr, who had been & member of the prewar groupe.
The three of us met many times d\q-ing the swmer of 1946 and made many plans to
gather fans into the fold, but we could find nary e sign of another fan, altho some-
one was buying the magazinee on the news stands, .

The. swmer ended with the three of us still getting together frequently, but
still unable to meke eny new contacts, I took off for the University of Kentucky
vwhere my fan lite consisted of visiting occasionally with one of the fans with whan»
I had corresponded before the war and becoming fim friends with Sem pasham, a
rah~rah boy like myself, but one who had consorted with many of the Great Names of

fandom,. Em.nd out all aorts ot' dirt.

‘Lacking’ & diary and. be!.ng too lazy to dig thx-u old. moldy correspondence. I .
cannot say with certainty when I.came into contact with Cincinnatl fandom agein; it
was either during the school year or aa soon 88 I rettu-ned for summer vacation. put
this time it was fandom, in full flower, Fans were popping up like da.ndelione on a
lavn, creeping from nnder ‘rocks, crawling from out der voodvork.

It wvas great, man, really grea.t! The bull sessions ranged untrbbmeled across

H
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the macrocosm end the microcosm, New minds meeting, clashing, minglingt New con-
cepts being presented, absorbed: (Or were they, .really ) Anyway, it was’a great
sumaer, liet a variety of :characters who, tho I did not lmow it, would provs very
educational, More importent, tho, I met three men who were to remain close friends
thru the years; Don Ford, I.ou Pabakow, and Roy Lavender.

-~ Roy, & boyhood friend of Don‘s, lived in the Columbus aree and occasionnlly
visited the Saturday night meetings of the Cincinnati group. Yhen I returned to
college in the fall, this time at Ohio State University, I frequently visited with
Roy and we held occasional informal meetings with local fans along the pattern of the
Cincinnati gang, As a group, though, they nover caught fire and the center of my
fannish activities continued to be Cincinnati, However, except for sumer vacations,
I became easentially an expatriate member of Cincy fandom.

The year of 1947 was best characterized, as I noted esrlier, by its enthusiasm,
However, as the years rolled by, what hai seemed like new and fresh idess gradually
ware revealsd as well-worn grooves in unfamiliar recorda. It took several years for
this to- become apparent,

'Dhe year of 1948 added new dimensions to cincinna.ti. tanﬂom; female fans and
national fan politics,

Formerly, there had been nccesional visits at meetings by wives and girl friends,
but now girls and women presumably interested primarily in science fiction began to
attend meetings., There could be much dlscussion pro and con as to whether this in-
vasion was beneficial to the group, but for & purely masculine group to have contin-
ued would have represented & cese of arrested Juveniliem, in my opinion. _For better
or worse, fhough, women were a.nd are here to stay. ‘

‘ The entry into national ‘Pan politics was accomplished when Don Ford returned
from the Torcon with the bid Tor the 1949 Natiomel Convention, There was & great
flurry of plamming and promises, but the fruition did not come until the following
yoear.

Most ilmportant to me, in 1946, was meeting &nd becoming friends with pr. ¢, L.
Barretts Doc has always been a bulwark in the oft-timea unstable world of fandom end
hisinfluence and stature have been of tremendous aid to Cincinnatl fandom, as in
obtaining: the 1949 convention bid.

The year of 1949 can be briefly described as prelude, cinvantion. ‘and aftermath,
A very limited number of the fans gave their all amidst the vanished promises of *48,
Don pogsessing the broadest and most heavily loaded shoulders, The Cinvention itself
wag pronounced & resounding success and there was a transient feeling of the oldtime
cameradérie that welded the local fans briefly into a non-bickering group, Possass..
ing a treasury, as & result of the vote at the oinVention business session, the
Cincimnati fans named themsélves the Cincinnati Fantasy Group, (hereafter désignated
GFG) elected officer, and remted a downtown chbroom.

The following year saw the growth of personality conflicts, the loss of the
clubroom, aad & complate split between two factions of the grovp. One gronp, COM—
posed primarily of Doy, Lou, and Dals, retainsd the name of tie (F3 end the treasury,
The other group, under the aegis of Charlie Tammer, subsequently lost cohesion as a



functioning group., On the credit side, 1950 saw & casusl gathering at Doc Barrett's
home in Bellefontaine prove so successful that it became the first of the noted
annual }idwestcons, The Cinvention llemory Book was birthed in an orgy of eagerness
by Don, Lou, ROy, and myself, Also, the Cincinnati fans got wheels in earnest, the
mejor effort being & trip to New York, These peripatetic inclinations have never
died out completely, as has been related by the more hietorically inclined writers
in these pages,

Ily own contact with the Cincy group tended to lessen somevhat after those first
hectic years, I went on occasional group trips, attended meetings, and even managed
to meet and marry a female-type fan in 1952, I attended all the Midvestcons and went
to Chicon II in *52 and Philcon II in '53, .but nonetheless there are not the vividly
drawn memories that characterize the early years of my association,

I may be accused of attempting claim to a quiet maturity for the CFG that re-
flects merely the fact that I was a resident of Columbus from the time of my grad-
uation in 1951 until 1956, Thus, some of the more recent skirmishing may be less
familiar to me than that of my wild youth, However, my observations since returning
to live in Cincinnati have confirmed to me that the CFG has entered upon a moderately
stodgy middle age,

There is a hard core of adult members now, end they are jaded and they are
cynical and they are relaxed, Nev and young members are welcome to present any sub—
Jects or ideas for discussion, but they (the ideas) are not eagerly seized upon as
would have been in the old days., It is -hard for anyone to present an idea or subject
that was not mulled over & couple of years back, There are many reasons for believ—
ing that this is not a good state of affairs, but it is an existing and inevitable
state of affairs,

As I noted earlier, the parade of characters through the CFG has been both
fascinating and educational, There has been & generous selection of deadbeats,
neurotics, psuedo~-intellectuals, and reassuringly, & lot of very nice people., A
notably educational episode was that involving & man for whom I initially felt a
great deal of admiration, but who later revealed himself to be & real crudball and a
fraud, ultimately uchieving-the distinction 5f an uncomplimentary mention in TIIE,
Sic transit gloria mundi}

I have carried on at considerable length about the tenor of the CFG &s the yeares
rolled by, By way of winding up this hysterical discussion, it seems highly appropr-
iate to ask and answer the question; What 1s the Cincinnati Fantasy Group ¢

The CFG is Don Ford and Lou Tabakow, with & strong assist from poc Barrett, &
with able support from Dale Tarr and myself, The personal friendship between these
men has been the glue which has held this nucleus together. Note that I did not say
they run the CFG. They are the CFG. ’

The past holds a record of honorable participation in science fiction fandom.
Wihat does the future hold ¢ Perhaps the stodgy maturity I see now will decline into
senility, Nore likely, there will be greater glories, for the CFG shall endure as
long as these friendships endure, and they look solid, man, solidj}

Stanley ¢, Skirvin
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" Dvery t}.me 10d get apothc'a.:ucla 111 pa.rt of what. 1'd vrittan \nould bednp- B

licated, Finelly Lou and Dale suggested that I sort of tie up any loose ends in the
other articles amd bring up anything that knd been misseds So far everything 1s in
protty good shaps. .1 have not cut or edited the different articles beyond changing
% word or two here and thore, Anything I have to say cen be combined with my lmpraess.-
joms of the various CFG memberse. . ' . . . . .. . .
Some people have actually been shocked when they discover Low & 1 are friends.

¥.6 needle gach other so viclently thot those vho do not imoy us very well expect: to
see blood 'flov ing any moment, S ' o
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.5 ., .One predomingnt theme runs through Lou'a mind, Y6u'd think an old time fon
would come up with time travel, space varps, giant brains, psi or sopething like that.
Not Lou. Lou is more basic. Sex is his theme, If someone would publish & magezine
like Spicy Spaceship Stories Lou oould be happye -, - - v, - .
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* ‘jon aldo shares the Jepusry 14th birthiets. of Ken Bulmer and myself slong With
othar great men of history. For years the CFG has held a birthday meeting and com-

bined reunion on the nearest Sat.. to that date, However since 1953, when that girl .

at the Philcon aaked.me who that nice grey-haired old men wes, Lou.has:had his halr .
cut close in an attempt to shave off the § years difference in our ages. ( 6 yeara..
chronologically & 16 physicelly.)

i
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A};cpigagp %@ 81l went, to & chinese restayrent.. Lon ordered southarn fried
chickeh ag any trie gourmet should, .. . = .. s T
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. Thexe dxe 9«?91‘“1"%'“;{’ of getting & vprd in edgeways with Lou, .One is to keep
talidng louder & louder without stopping. K Prectice talking by, the intake, too, & you
will prévent those split second pauses which are so deadly. ,poc simply says, "Lou,
shut upl" One gambit I've found quite effective is to move my lips without actually
seying anything, When Lou Jowers hls voice to heer what you're seying,. come in loud
a'ndstrqng? ,.,v: LTme s UL et e T : ‘

g i AN

Lou has misical ﬁs’télz":\":itii'w»oid record piayerhe used to say thet was the
kind of music,he liked .to hear & then proceed to drown it.out, This forced me into

Hi-F{, Nov, with a simple twist of the volime control, ecunter force is applied.
However f'm.still one behind in this game of 'oneupmenship's Right in the middle of

a jazz session, Lou seys, "My favorite song 1s Ave Merie, sung by Merian Anderson."
Yeah, that cat really sends me. ' - '

*' hfter 15 years delivering dry cleaning, Lou swore that nothing intereating had
evér happened on his route. He so0ld gut and started driving a taxl while looking
around for another business venture. Immediamtely all sorts of things began to sappen.
Wowen climbed over from the back seéat & threw their erms arowd him, lovie stars &

vislting celebrlties rode in hie hack, Northern Kentucky gembling houses snd oilac



houeee eterted g;ving him & eut fe;- bringing them eustomers. All of thla had such a.
ner¢otic 8ffect that it took us -two years to rescue hlm and pv.t him into ‘the honest
profeesion he hasb today...a travoung seleaman. p? ; : :

Several stories of Lou’s haye heen pu’oliehedn Other WOrlda, Spaceways, Astound—
ing, end coming up, the llagazine of Fantasy, However these outside activities have
sapped Louts strength to the point where writing comes hard theee duys. In fact,
Oarrie Tabakew does all of" the writing anymore. : :

Ever since Lou sold her a typewriter (By God. 1 call that ealeemanehip;) Carrie
has been forced to write in order to meet the poyments on the typewriter. 50, when
she switches over to science fiction, & new writer will join the field. Maybe therets
& method 1n Lou's madness, He sends Carrie to writing school one night e week. In &
few years he'll probably retire. J.etting her' support him. ¥ 4
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Stan mamg.ea to su.ryive on more food and 1eea wakl.ng hours than anyone I know
of, Uy earliest’ meetings #ith him bring back memories of calling his hmee a.t _noon
and being’ told by" his mgther t!fn.t he wap stlll a.aleep; RO ;

ge also p\urporte to b&e a da.;-ln-om a.nd a.n 1ntereet in photograplxv. Thia has
some basis in fact, I nnde:atand that he plana to develop aome negatives this éummer
of our Philadelphia trip in 1953. If we live long enough we niay even see' pri‘nts ef
these, . 9,1 . ,

~ Stan & ‘Joan met at & CFG meeting and ove’ their marriage to Lou Taba.kow*. ' One
tile 'Stan, Lou, Dale, Roy and myself were.up at Dog'ds kt that time Stan was living
in Columbus,: Lou ‘kept telling him how good he hed ity eingle, a car, and a.h apte
You know the line, In fact, Stan never had 1t so good, Lou's pitch was so pathetic
it brought tears to the eyes of every married men there, He kept telling Stan how
smart he was in avVoiding the pitfalla the rest of us had made, etc, ' That evening ve
drove back to Cincimnatl with-a, warm glow in our hearts.’ Stan followed us' dowh in”
his car and propoaed to Joen. The, next, week—end he spraag the ‘news to Lou and to us.

. Stan has & fund of stories and aonge a.nﬂ me.kns a nice ragonteur, His, tixning &
inflection of voice is’ perfect. He can make an a*erage story sound fumny as hell';
the good ones uproarious..’ I've seen joke sessions last until 45 A with: sta.n 1n
there matching story with story, ; ; ;

llaster of the repartee. meny. an opponent has found himselr neetly punetu.red.
Evén Lou. has been knewn .to rmin apeechleas for 10 seconds after & barb aimed his wey
One time a.t Doc's Lou was rambling on e.nd when he ceme to the words. ngexual inter—
course", he lowered his voice to that sly stage whigper of his, Ve immediately asked
him why he suddenly’ lowered his voice and in a doctor's office of all places. Stan
came up with the appropiate description tha.t ms followed Lou ever ainceg Sanctimon—
lous S, 0. B" ,

Sten is interested in Hi-F1i, claaaicai'and Jazz music as well as bhotography.
He helped me move, for which my back was saved & proved to be a great audience when
X once tore up the Cincinnati Telephone Directory.




OSCAR & MARY ELLAN IIOELLER

Oscar comes to our meetings and either sleeps or reads, If the conversationa
turn to: sex, cerds, crap shooting, gambling or politics, he emerges. Otherwise he's
the quiet one, He probably reads more science fiction thas 'the rést of ws do, but
he's not the noisy loud person like a few of us are, He has bsen 6 soldier, dancing

instructor, machinist, and for the past 8 or 10 years & hair stylist. He claims 'to
be.igur only member who actually gets paid {ér>’p.1§qp1:i_g 'vsémen.‘ v \ .

Mary Bllen is the fan half of the lloéllefs, She attends all of our meetings '
end the lidwestcons, etc. She has little time to réad very much science fiction, but
xnows fans from all parts of the country. Long time membeps of the CFG, both the
Mosllers have become fixtures of the group. Y/a expect them to continue thelr fan
activities and would miss them 1f ‘they afd mot.. . . 7 170

DALE TARR: ' riac |

pele has been & fan for many years. He can recount the plots, theémes, artists
and magazines of the twenties and thirties with ease, He attended CHICON I in 1940 &
was quite active in the fan mags of that ere, At that time he must have been & real
ball of fire. ILater, when he quit sublimating, his fan writings tupered off. =

One of the founders of the original group in Cincinnatl, pale is the ‘only one’ '
left who can give us any of the history of that period, When I first broached the
idea of this oneé-shot, Dale was helpful with ideas & suggestions on the various ways

of approaching the subject, He brought his typewriter out to my house several times
and we both slaved eway in getting the task gtarted. His article wds the first one'

completed and he has been valuable in needling Low & Stan for completion of their
sections. =

* Dale was 1nact1vé.fpr e couple of yéérs;'qm‘d\;fing this timé we got the anmual
Midwestcons started. Since then, Dale has been in on the planning of all the rest,
While no one really does much vork on these, Dale has alvays assumed as ldrge & -

share of the work &s the rest-of us have. -

His hobby is mathematics & I guess you'd say politics 1s, too. During election
years and local campaigns, our meetinge get quite lively and animated, A rather ehy 4
person when I met him 9 years ago, Dale 1s not & shrinking violef today, It takes &
good man to stand up to his finger pointing, tuble pounding, and shouting without
quailing, Newer members cringe in the corner until we nobly offer them our protect-
ion, (Lou's standard protection fee 1s.j1,00) "4 special election in Cincinnatl on
the PR mothod of electing city council will no doubt bring its full measure of
panel discussions this fall, -

It has been said thet one should’..ﬁdid’ $hree subjects in verbal discussions:
Politics, Religion and Sex, Ve usually cover all 3 before any OFG meeting is over,
JIM HOPLL . '

® %

J 1.m'.g'ra.c'lua.ted from the College of ?h@;p’\g&y; moved to ‘baytohg gotap&x}ied; and
should be & papa by 1957 lildwestcon time, He also built up & nice collgction of mags,
bcoks and fanzines, V. hat else can I gay.,,Jimca a busy ma:ad i e



'ROY LAVENDER

I met Roy in 1932 at school in Delawarse, Ohio, He lived on a farm then, but
later in the school year stayed in town vith his grandparents for easier commting,
By 1933 he & I were closer friends and it was Roy who introduced me to the pulp mags,
It wasn't long before I was offt{ I started collecting them then & have been at it
aver since.

Vie were mean bastards in school & would probably ‘have been olaasified Juvenile
delinquents today. Vhat saved us was that we never got caught at anything, I mcved
to Columbus in 1934 & it probably was just es well that I did. Throughout all of our
moves ‘about the country & in military aervica, we kept in touch with each other &
tried to visit whon we could, I made trips to Angola, Indiana where Roy was in
college & into the swemps of Louisiana where he was working on an oil well crew,

In the early Forties Roy & I’ visited around Ohio & Indiana quite a bit. We
made the Ohio-Indians Conference in 1940 at Ft, V.ayne. Thies wes organized by Ted
Dikty & drew in fans from considerable distance, Degler was there & was spouting
off on his Cosmic Circle theories., Ve never took him serfous end vere surprised that
other fans did. We tried to get an Ohlo fan group going, with not too much success.
The summer of 1941 saw us hitch-hiking meny times to Cedar Point to see Gene Krupa,
Benny Goodman, and the big bends of that era., We also vould go 2 or 3 times & week
to Buckeye Lake, about 35 miles sast of- Columbus, to see Bumny Berigan, Johnny Long,
Bob Crosby and practically every name bard of the summer of 1941, That fall I went
to Cinc inna.ti & Roy to Oklahmna, Texts & L.ouieiam. The Columbus fandom was extihct.

Roy interested me in photography & I in turn passed this disease ¢n to Stan,
Possessed of thet off-beat sense of humor, the two of us can get cur jollies over
somethirg Lou feels is net complete. (Low is of the Abbott & (ostelle slapstick
type of humor. Doc & Stan are on our side, though,)

There's hardly & subject thet you cén bring up, especially on the techiilcal side
that Roy cannot hold an intelligent tonversation on. His vast reading of the techni-
cdl journals is not conﬁneﬂ to qny 1 eibject, I usually go to Roy for advice un
Hi—Fl eteo,

Vie used to see Roy & Dee Des quite often at our meetings, even though they drove
100 miles each way., Now, the overtime at North American and the time involved from
being & home owner, has reduced our visting times to mail & the get togethers &t Doc'g
Anyway, Roy's been around so much that we consider’ the lavenders members of the CFG,
as well as our friends, They attend mawestcons. national cons, were active in the
NFFF, but since they don't devote 24 hrs a day to being & fa.n. would be considered by
some &s not being tme faaaans.

WALTER PRATT

Walter & Thurga are now in Parkersburg, West Virginia in comnection with
T'alter's service with the Bureeu of Internal Revenue, ' e hated to see them leive.

Vhen the Cinvention publicity started coming out in the fall of 1946, it turned
out that lialter lived only two blocks away from me' in Sharonville, valter could tali
about the stories from Argosy in the early tuenties and loseé me entirely. His memory
v/ 7hat hi kad read never ceased to amaze me, /e spent many hours in pleasant con-
varsation., A devotee of opera & the classics, Talter also takes pleasure in listen-




ing to Jjazz and found Jelly Roll IvIorton'u,Libra.ry of Ccongress Series quite interesting,

_ Thursa founded the LOU TABAKOW FAN CIUB in 1952 at the llidwestcon and carried
it to chir-agn, vhere she kept telling Boucher how good &n Buthor Low was...much to
Lou's emuarrassment. He never met Boucher that year. Art_er all that build up he wag

wahamad to admit that he was Lou Tabakov,

The CFG misses these two people and hopes for a tra.nafﬁr baok to Cincinnati,
0. L. BARBEM‘, MD

Although his first ‘name is Charles, he's better known as. Doc to all of us, He
was reading "eird Teles before Amazing Stories ever appeared & his father had the old
Black Cat llegazine going back to the 1890's in the family library, Ve first met in
1948 in the early part of the year & wound up that July in & emoke filled room in
Toronts working out the bid for Cincinnatl for 1949, :

The way noc's geared up, time is his most precious things and he has shared
many pleasant hours vith all of us, About 4 or 5 times & year we go te .Bellefonteine
for a stag get together, Ve sit up until daylight talking, talking, talking. If
Doe gets called avay to an emergency ‘at the hospital, we'll browse through his large
library of rare books and magazines, The older copies are kept in the waiting .room,
However, we usually end up in the basement playing the pinball machine until he gets
back. The pinbell maahino is :crovded between tons-of magazines stacked in the baso-
ment, Doc' once 0ffered me & 15 year run of TIIE magezine 60 he could use the space
for something else, I declined the offer since they had no fanzine reviev columne, .
As a pack-rat Doc has only met his master in one mem. This is & Junk dealer in :
Clermont County I stumbled across & few years back, Doc still hasn't gotten around *
to collecting dinner bells. or thnmder mugs, Heé's off on muaio bc»sea. though,

At Bellefontaine there's that midnight meal, & fen drink's, the latest Jokea to
., ewap, new ideas & stories to discuss, the latest fan gossip, convention plans, tape
; Qxhhanglng, slide viewing, and music to listen to, Fiendish gagse are planned and -
many's the time we've helped:Doc in perpetrating & local gag. One time Lou was writ-
ing on & store's front windows at 4.All one Sunde,y morning. He shuddered to think <
what would heppen if a cop hed questioned him, knowing full vwell that pDoo would have
» fenied ever seeing him 1n his whole life, The thoughte of such a triple—crcse pa‘.l.ed
him.

. _Doe can take 1t & dish it out...only it's bast to aveid hie diahhg out;. one
'never knows how one will be awakened at Doc's, One time 1t might be by. the pressu:r'e
can of shaving lotien directed in the face, or the next time & freezing. Bolution at
the seat of your menhood, V' efve all become very light sleepers and at the firat i
sound of reveille, we jump out of bed and pop to attention. Even Stan. The’ pest 9
years of bull sesgions have been wonderful, The LIidwestcons have been mp,rely é&n j 3
attempt to extend these sessions, ;

Bloch'a description of frienglsmP based on mutusal interest 1s an apt one hera,
Doc is cubiousabout everything; you can't gét near him without being involved in an
interesting and lively conversation. From Him I've learned much on Mplomacy, tact,
how_ fo reet & influence people, ete, I've still lots to learn, of course, Ve count
Doc Ag our friends loek forward to meny years of ¢ontimued friendship,



BEN KBIFER

A resident of Columbus, Ohlo, Ben has attended all the lidwestcons & every
national con since the Cinvention, He's & lover of both classical and Jazz music &
is a pack rat as well, His collection of records rivals his science fiction collecte
ion., A vist to Ben®s mean hours, as there is so much to see, hear & talk about,

Another hobby with Ben is cooking, A true gourmet, he leaves most of us loat
when it comes to that delicate flavor, etc, Vie are simply the quantity eaters, Many
& chinese preparation has been devoured at Bellefontaine that Ben fixed for us,
Sometimes I wonder 1if Ben feels imposed upon when he does this; but the aroma and
cooking sounds emanating from the kitchen subdues any qualms of conscience,

BEA MAHAFFEY

Now an 0ld married woman with the last mame of Balrd, Bea attends now & then.
She's still our CFG Sec'y, and takes active interest in the cludb, but not too much
in the field of science fiction anymore,

Everyone knows how Palmer stole her awey at the Cinvention to end up as his
editor of Other Worlds., She has never said too much about this job, but I end meny
others have felt that she would make a better editor them palmer if she were given
complete freedom on the job,

Pat, Bea?s sister, has attended many CFG meetings and conventions; but never
really was much of a fan in my estimation, Her interests have been more in the fans
than in the stories, This would not be the case if raising a family & operating a
restaurant did not occupy so much of her time, This certeinly didn't hinder her being
accepted into faniom & she probably knows more fans & pros them most of the eager
beavers do, Both are nice people to lmow & to have in any group,

MARK SCHULZINGER
Now goes to college, He found out about girls & 1s rapidly going gafia.

The same holds true for FRED SCH ARTZ and ROY DIXON, both balls of fire like
llark was at one time., v.e expect them all back in a fev years,

The case of Hal & Nancy Shapiro is & bit different, though, After years of
fan activity, convention going, publishing, collecting, etc., they quit coming to the
CFG meetinga aml sent vord beck vie Mark that fans and fandom vere too juvenile, Wwe
now gee them once & year... hen the Midwestcone are held,

This concludes my report on the CFG., By now you are probably tired of hearing

us talk ebout us, By this time you are either sick to death of us, or think we're
wonderful, Rither way we'll still be here next Jyear,

Pon Ford
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